x                                 FOREWORD
besides containing a most interesting and comprehensive in-
troduction dealing with the literature, theories, and sources
of the subject, is devoted to a study of the problems of what
may be described as family relations, such as the personal law
of individuals, marriage, divorce and annulment, and parental
relations. It is a field presenting a variety of interesting and
difficult conflicts problems. The second volume now well under
way will deal principally with Foreign Corporations, Torts,
and the General Problems of Contracts. It is hoped that there
may be further volumes, covering the other legal topics treated
in the American Law Institute's Restatement of the Law of
Conflict of Laws.
In the course of its preparation and completion, the plan
of the work has undergone substantial change.
The original plan was that of a work which, in arrange-
ment, should exactly parallel the sections'of the Restatement
of Conflict of Laws. This plan has turned out to be imprac-
ticable. The differences between the European and American
systems are too great to allow such minute comparison, section
by section. The major subdivisions, however, present suffi-
cient analogy to those of the Restatement to draw attention
to the significant distinctions and similarities. Comparison be-
tween the foreign and American law has been emphasized
throughout. The book does not simply constitute a presenta-
tion of foreign law, but a painstaking and comprehensive com-
parison of the solutions accorded to the particular problems of
family law, both here and abroad. It is this feature that gives
the work its special value and attractiveness.
The author conceives that comparison of laws requires study
in the legal systems compared of the solutions reached on par-
ticular practical problems rather than the review of general
theories. In thus emphasizing the comparative solutions of
concrete problems, he is in accord with our common law habit
of thought Consistently carried out in the present treatise,